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Surface Facilities
Surface habitats and structures are required for storage and processing.

Space Utilities
   · Energy, Power-Beaming
   · In-Space Internet, Data Relay
   · Navigation, Water, Propellant
Utilities are required for transportation, mining and processing.

Space Resources
      · ISRU (In-Situ Resource Utilization)
   · Pure Substances (Ice, Oxygen, Metals)
   · Space Mining, Lunar Mining, Asteroid Mining
   · Prospecting, Processing, Beneficiation, Recycling
Space resources is a category for directly space mining related activities.

In-Space Transportation
   · Space Tugs, Orbital Transfer Vehicles (OTV)
   · Propellant Reload Stations, Active Debris Removal
Spacecraft for transportation, docking and other close operations.

Surface Spacecraft
   · Robotic Rovers
   · Drones, Hoppers
Surface spacecraft are required for prospecting, mining & transportation.

Launch & Landers
   · Reusable Low-Cost Launchers
   · Robotic Landers (Moon, Mars)
   · Re-Entry Capsules (Earth, Mars)
Launchers, landers and re-entry vehicles are enabling infrastructure.

Factories in Space  is the largest public database of commercial en-
tities in the in-space economy, space resources and microgravity 
manufacturing. Directory started in 2018 and has over 700 entries.

Enabling ecosystem for space resources would include most of the 
in-space economy startups, from technologies to customers. 
Enabling infrastructure ecosystem is narrower but still very broad. 

Cambridge Dictionary defines infrastructure as “the basic system 
and services, such as transport and power supplies, that a country 
or organization uses in order to work effectively”.

Compared to the 10 categories for in-space economy at Factories 
in Space, leaving out Human Spaceflight, Space Stations, In-Space 
Manufacturing (ISRU is still included) and Miscellaneous. While 
they can be helpful, they are not strictly an enabling infrastructure. 


